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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE tfiree MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

■ Extensions of time may bo available undor tho provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timaly filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the 
mailing data of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

■ If NO period for reply is specified above, tho maximum statutory period will apply and will oxpira SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing data of this communication. 

■ Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause tho application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. i 133). 

■ Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timety filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704|bl. 

Status 

, !)□ Responsive to comnnunication(s) filed on 



2a) □ This action Is FINAL. 2b)^ This action Is non-final. 

2)D Since this application Is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 
4)K Claim(s) 1-18 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) 
5)0 Claim(s) 



6)K Claim(s) 1-18 

?)□ Claim(s) 

SjD Claims 



is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement, 



Application Papers 
9)0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are a) □ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: ajD approved bjD disapproved by the Examiner, 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) K Aclcnowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some* cM None of: 

1. K Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 
a)D The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Aclcnowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§120 and/or 121. 

Attach ment(s) 

1) ^ Notbe of Roforerwos Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summaiy (PTa413) Paper No(s). 

21 O Notice of Orattspsrson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 51 Q Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) n Infontwtion Disclosure Statementlsl (PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 6) CD Other: 
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1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

2. (e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the application being examined 
was not (1) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) voluntarily published under 35 U.S.C. 
122(b). Therefore, this application is examined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment 
by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

3. Claims 1 and 11-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticinated bv L 
(6,136,397). 

Luhmann relates to a redetachable self-adhesive device comprising a plate whose reverse 
surface is bonded with a double-sidedly adhering adhesive sheet having an outwardly projecting 
grip tab. The reverse surface has low stick and slip friction region along the end edges. The 
edge region's low friction can be achieved by, among others, incorporating rotatable roller (col. 
6, lines 14-16). Presence of such roller or similar elements would require that the edge region be 
spaced a distance from the adhesive sheet and, as such, said spacing would be dependent on the 
thickness of the elements. 

Further, figure - 4 shows the presence of spacers whose height is less than the adhesive 
sheet thickness. The edge region can be a low-energy polymer surface. The adhesive is covered 
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with a release liner. The plate can have fixing means such as a hook. A method of redetaching 
involves pulling the sheet in the direction of the bond plane. 

4. The following is a quotation- of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



m 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-4 and 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Luhmann. 

Luhmann, as discussed above, fails to teach that the spaced distance is 0. 1 to 1.5 mm. It 
would have been an obvious matter of design choice to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide 
a spacing distance, in the edge region, as claimed based on optimization through routine 
experimentation for using the optimum size roller. 

Similarly, the surface slip friction can be obtained by providing roughness based on 
optimization through routine experimentation. 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specificalioiT shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claims 1-1 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claims 2, 5-7, 9-10 and 13; the phrase "in particular" is deemed to be indefinite. It is 
unclear as to which limitation is being claimed. 
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Claim 17, the phrase "or the like" is found to be indefinite. It is not clear as to what is 
encompassed by said phrase. 

8. Claim 5 is fi-ee of the prior art uncovered so far in that the spaced distance (V) rises 
continuously in the formation of an angle of 5-120 degrees is not taught in the uncovered art. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nasser Ahmad whose telephone number is 703-308-4424. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 7:30 am to 5 pm. The examiner 
can also be reached on alternate Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Harold Pyon can be reached on 703-308-425 1 . The fax phone numbers for the 
,,,1^,^ ii|jfjm^aLnjii ui piui/ccuuig lb abbi^iicu dic /uj-o/z-yjiu tor regular 
communications and 703-872-931 1 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0661. 



^ Aw 



N. Ahmad/mn NASSER AHMAD 

December 6, 2002 PRIMARY EXAMINER 



